May 8th  2005

Leonie, Gavin, Nadine
Only six lines in my diary this week, so may not even reach a page in length!
First, HAPPY BIRTHDAY Gavin for next Saturday!! Thinking of you.
We are starting to get the first of what will undoubtedly be many 60- year anniversary celebrations related to the end of WWII. Last Sunday was the anniversary of the liberation of the Dachau concentration camp. That is the camp not far from Munich that we visited. Do you remember it? It is still quite vivid in my mind. I recall the exhibition centre, the barracks, the walls and barbed wire and the ovens. 

Last Monday was a public holiday for May Day. Fees at the Eastern Harbour Crossing tunnel increased by about 70%. So, there was congestion at the Cross Harbour Tunnel as drivers switched. However, the few days after that were not as bad as expected as many people switched to public transport to cross the harbour. There was discussion as to whether tunnels on major highways should be owned by the government as they are in many countries so that it is easier to control traffic flows. 
I many have mentioned a year or so ago that some Falun Gung practitioners were charged and convicted for being a public nuisance and resisting arrest during a peaceful sit-down protest outside the Beijing Liaison office in HK. Well, the High Court overturned the conviction saying that the police action was heavy-handed. They ruled that people have the right to protest and that during a protest there will be some public inconvenience and that there has to be some give and take. Seems to me to be a sensible decision. It was obvious at the time that the Police had been forced by China to take the action they did. 

The leader of Taiwan's second largest opposition party is now in China for a visit! China is certainly playing this very craftily, driving a wedge between the Taiwan government and the opposition. This time, the Taiwan president even asked the opposition leader to take a message to China. The visitors certainly get a good reception in China. There are many children everywhere waving flags, though I guess a lot of this is staged. Still, some of the welcomes seem to be natural. 
The UK elections have come and gone very quickly. This seems a better way to conduct national elections rather then the US protracted system, which lasts up to a year, along with all the associated brouhaha. Quite a lot on BBC TV. Showed a large ‘jig-saw puzzle’ type map of the country on the floor with pieces for each constituency laid on it, coloured according to the party winning that seat. There was a lot of red (Labour) on the map around the Manchester area. 
Running over for the season. I did not do any swimming this past week mainly due to the large number of mainland people here for the ‘golden week’ holiday who use the pool. So, finished each session in the gym with 10 minutes on the rowing machine. Rowing is actually a very good exercise. One day, I did the rowing before weight training. Didn’t turn out very well, as the weight exercises seemed to be more difficult. 

Starting to get some rain. Last month was the driest April for a long time. Thunderstorms and heavy rain in this area last night. The first ‘amber’ (heavy) rainstorm warning for the year has been issued. In fact, the whole winter seems to have been very dry. Almost no rain during any of my runs. As I have mentioned, I quite like running in the rain (once I have warmed up though, not at the start) as it helps in keeping cool. 
That’s it for now. Managed to write a page!
Cheers
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